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Design by Scribe Inc. Acknowledgment and recognition are some of the greatest struggles in social life. Hip hoppers know this all very well, and, in fact, they insist on recognition as an essential part of respect and community building. In this spirit, I give my utmost respect as I recognize all the rappers, DJs, hip-hop producers, B-boys and B-girls, graffiti artists, Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) representatives, community activists, state employees, event promoters, local hip hop scholars, and local periferia youth. In particular, I want to thank the contributions of Zulu King Nino Brown, Marcelinho Backspin, Drica, and everyone at the Casa de Cultura Hip Hop for all their time and patience with me over the past years. I want to give a special thanks to DJ Erry-G, who always had time to not only chat about hip hop but to really debate key issues. I thank André, Gil, and Fábio of Bocada for giving me a column and space on their hip hop Web site.
I want to recognize my mother and father, without whose support and understanding I would have never had the chance to develop a spirit of inquiry and criticism. I give thanks to my wife and best friend Selma. Always both critical and loving, Selma has always been there for me. To little André, my son, I acknowledge the future-may it be bright. Family and field come first.
This project would not have been possible without the support of SSRC (Social Science Research Council) and Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, which funded fieldwork research in 2001-2. In addition, I thank the Department of Anthropology at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign for providing me with summer funding in 1999 to return to São Paulo and conduct preliminary research. I give thanks to Greg Diethrich, Fernando Rios, Tony Perman, Bjorn Westgard, and Jack Forbes for our conversations in and out of graduate school. I give special thanks to Claudio Moreira, my friend as well as avid Corintiano and activist-scholar for the Brazilian working classes. Claudio has stood up for me and given me respect for what I try to do both in and out of the academy. I very much value his opinion. I want to give another special acknowledgement to Will Leggett, who became a true friend and colleague and whose insights into anthropology and popular culture are natural, not contrived.
At Union College, I would like to thank Sharon and George Gmelch for their advice on publishing and general professionalism. I want to thank Tom Turino, Bill Kelleher, Andy Orta, Alex Dent, and John Burdick for providing critical comments on earlier versions of portions of this text. And finally, I want to acknowledge Joanna Mericle at Palgrave Macmillan for her editorial work.
